
I OCAL l.n W 1 oI ).O"t t

S<llar Frrr:rgy llr:t;uir crrrr:rrl s

Town of Newark Valley, Ciounty of Tiog.r, -State r>f New yor k

Section 1. Authority

This solar Energy Reqt'rirentents l-aw is ad,ptecJ pLrrsrar)r t. ser:ri<.r,s )61 .)(trr.rf trre Iowrr raw of lheState of New York' wlrich autlrorize the Iowrr to adoprr provisiorrs trraI advarrr-e.rrrri pi.otr:r,t t'c lrc.rrtrr,safety' and welfare of tlre comrnunity,;rtrrj "to,.r;rk* pr,visi., f.r, s. far .rs c.rr<.lrti.r.r5 rrily pr:rrrrir, rlrcaccornntodation of solar en.:rgy systt.:ms an<1 r:r;lriPr,enr arrJ it(-a.ss t, srrrrliglrt ..(,e:;1j.lr-y,r.rc[or ,,

Section 2. Statement of purpose

Tlris Solar Energv Reriuirernertts law is acloptr:d t. aclva.ct: ari<..r 1rr.i.r-l ilii. lrirrllri rl..lrlir, :,ri'rv. ,rrr(jwelfare of tlre resi<jents oI llre J.own of New.lrk V.tllty

Section 3. Definitions

BL,ltDlNG lNlIGRAIED pllOlOVOLlAlC SySIEM A r.onrbinatir)r, of pf11.,1ovoltair, lruildrrrg r.orrrponr:rrt:;integrated into any building ervt:lope systenr:;ut.rr as vertical facades rrrt.lur.ri,.,e glass.rrrd otlrer facadc:malerial' se,ri[;3p5rore,t skylight systenrs, roofing rral.r:rials, ,rrrr1 sii.rriir-rg ovrrr win,J,r,vi

GRoL,,NL)-MOUNIED soLAR t-Nt'RGY sYSIt'M: A solar [-rrergy Sy:;ti,rr tii,rt is errclr.recj to the qr,ui.rd airdattacherJ to a pole ot 
'thc'r mounting syster., detar;heci fro,r airy r;,rht r strr-rr.rurrj lor the i,,i,imarypurpose of producing electricity for onsite consumption.

LARGE-scALE sotAR ENERGY sYSTEM: A Solar Energy -Sy.stern that is grounri-mounted and producese.ergy pr imariry f,r the pur[)ose of offsite sare or c.rrsurnption

RooF-MoUNTED sol'AR ENERGY SYSTEM: A solar panel systern located on the r.of ofany lega1ypermitted building or structLlre for the purpose of producing erectricity for onsir.e or o{,fsiter.onsumptiorr.

SoLAR ENERGY EQtJIPMIN r' [:lectrical er']ergy st,rage cle:vic*s, rrii,te-rial, l!ardw.-.,r.e. irrverters, ,r otherelectrical equipment anti conduit of phot.voltaic r.ievir:es ass.cr;rterd with tlrt-. protlirctioi.r of eler,tricalenergy.

SoLARENERcY'sYSTtl\4:Anelectric.tl gcr<.:r;rtirrgsysternconrpcser..l trf acurrrrrrrraIi,ri ur bothSolarPrnels and Solar [ncrgy Equipment,

sotAR PANEL: A photovoit;ric devir:e r:ap;,tble of c.ller-ting and c.cnverting s.lar en.rgv irio electricalenergv.



Section 4. Applicability

Itte rcqtrirr:rtrr:nts ol this l'-rw sl rall aJrPly tr;rll li,l,rr rrrr:r1;y sy,;rr,rr., rrr:;t.rll.rl ,r ,r,rrrrr,,tl ,,rrrt.r rr:,

Section S. Solar ns an Accessory Use or Structtrre

A. Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems.

1) Roof-Mountetj solar Ettergy systems that usc' the electricity onsite .r r>ffsite are perrnir.erJ as anaccessory use when attached to any lawfully perr,ittecr buildi.g ,r .strucltrre.

2) Aesthetir:s Roof-Motrr.rted S<>lar Irrt:rgy systenr rrrstallations:;hall irrr-'rporar., wlrt.rr fcirsiblt:, thcfollowing desigrr reqtrir enrent:

a Panels facing the frorlt yard rnust bc'mounte<l at trre sarnc, angle as ttre root,s surface wi.r antaxinlttrn dista.ce of ltl inches tretwee:rr tlre roof ancl highest r:d1;r-: .[,r6e systern.

b All solar Jranc,ls, rrtor.tntinl4 rrr.tlerials, ,rrr<1 rt,l.rlerJ itci,r.r,; :.lr;rll 1rr, q.11,,.i1,r11,1J arrrJ lr:t.;r1r,rJ arrrlsrtLratt:<J to Jlrevent rt:lrectrvc'61r'rrc tow.rrr.l ,rrry rnrr;lbrrt'd [>urrciirrli,,, .rr-11,,rt (]nt f]rol)(lilics, arrrradjar.ent higIrways, ro..rds. drrveways, or ril3hts-of way

3) Ror-lf-MoUnted Solar Energy Systerns tltat use thc energy orrsite or r.rff:,tte slrall t_,e ext,:1rp[ [r.o11 sitt:plan review under the local land r.rse regul;ltions

B. Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems.

1) Ground-Mountc'd Solar f6srgy Systerns that use the electricity prrrnar.ily onsit. are perrnitted asaccessory structures in the Town of Newark Valley.

2) l-{eight and setback' Grouncj-Mounteci Solar Inergy sy,sternr; shall have the followi.g height and set-back requirentents:

a. Fifteen (1-5) feet in height

b Set-back must be at least orte hun<ired (100) feet fr'nr e.ch highway or road and eachproperty boundary Iine

-3) Lot coverage' Systems are limite<l to cover sixty-five percent (65%) ol,the tax rnap parcel(s) on whichthey are situated The *surface area covered by Grouncl-Mounted solar panels shall be included in totallot coverage.

4) Ground-Mounted solar Energy Systems that use the electricity prinrarily o.site shall be exempt fromsite plan review uncler the local lanrJ use regulations, except as otherwise set forth herein.



Professional 1.nl]irreer or (-o.tr;tr-t.t, arrcj tlre t;,:;t,f su<.lr cstirrr;rtt, lrralr rlr: lr,r,r. rry tlrr: ,.r1l1llrr.,trrl,whichcostshall be paidtrythr:aSrplir:arrt ir.rarJrJiti,nr,rlr*tr:r,r.rrlrcpr.rr,ir (,sre.;rrrrr;rri,.ssrra,rak.into account inflation' Il.rnoval oI l-alge scal. S<llar I:rr<lrgy Sy:;rr:rns r.ust b. <,.rrrtrrrr:t.c<j ia ;rcr.orrjarrr.cwith the Decomr,issioning Plarr. lf tlre t.argr:-sr.arc solar Irr<-.r61y systerr is rr<lt aer:.rnrnissioncd aftcrbeing considered atrandonerl' the mu^icipality may rerrove the systenr a,<J restore ilre 5lr<-rperty andimpose a rien on the pro;lerty to r:'ver thesr: c,sts tr.r the nruni<.ipality

C. Special tJse perrnit Stan<Jards.

1) Height anci setback' Lar5le-scale Solar Lnergy systr,rrns slrail atJhere r., trrc, f,1.wing rrcigtrt a.rJ setrr:r<.krequirements:

a. Fifteen (1-5) feet in lreight

b set-llar:k rttt.tst bt'al lcal't r-rtt. ltrrrrlr.rl (l0t)) ft:<.r f r.,r r,.rrrr r.,rrr,r rriliirw.ry,rrrrl r,.rr.rrprop(.r ty Llorrrrdary li rrc

2) Lot Coverage' t-arge-Scale Inergy systt:rns are limited to coverr srxty f iv<: Jr.rr:r.rrt (6\,/,,) olt he tax nr.r1rparcel(s) on which l.hey are situated" The surf;rr-e;rrea covered by Grru.r1 Mou.ted sorar paners sha,be included in total lot cc.rveragr..

3) All Large-scale solar Energysystems strall bc subject to the followi,g <lesigrr <-riteria:

a Ground cover uncler an<J between rows of solar parels shall be low mainterranr:e, native, nclrr.fertilizer dependent flora.

b' All 
^on-site 

utility anrl tra.snrissio. lr,e.s shall, to the exte,t feasible, be place<j u.derground.
c' All solar panels and related rnaterials for the facility shall be <lesigned anrJ lr:cated andsituated to prevent reflective glare toward any inhabited builclings, adjacent properties, andadjacent highways, roacls, <iriveways, or rights-of_way.

d. All ligtrting shail corrforrn to trre'r'own,s Ir:car raw reqerirements.

4) The Town Code Enforcement officer or the"rown Board may irnpose corrditions on its approvar of anyspecial use permit under this section in order to enforce the standar<Js referred to in this Section or inorder to disclrarge its obligations under the State Envir<tnrnerrtal euality l]eview Act (SEeRA).



5) []loo<J grlain, All ltrr:lr Sy:;l<-,rrrs [o I

:::::JI;:ffi;,rll:::l,,tJJ:n':s t<, b. rr>r;.rr.rr rr1,on rri:,r,ric;rry ,rrr<r/,,r r rrrrrr.,ry :,i13rririt.,r,r
requirements ancJ review. 

e the t-'lectricity prirnarily.rr:;itr-,, :,lrall lr. srrtrjr:ct t.<> sJrr:r;ial

section 6. Approvar Standards for large_Scare sorar.systems as a Speciar tJse
A. l-arge-Scale .Solar Energy Systr:nrs athe rown subject to rhr: requirr-'men,l:fiil,i','^t,il:::llt]",'":'":l'" or a spr:ciar use pr:rr.it wthir.r
ror the instaration ora Large-scare sorar Energy systern rrrri;"',.i]ilil:il;:li,ilffi;:::l;l;,,,Officer and refer
approvar,,rrrrr:;:r*J:l,l.i[ffi:::1,"11,1,"*" Board r.r its review anrr ar:rio., whir.h r:arr ir*.rurrc,

B. Special Use prlrmit Anrrli-_+;^- n

apprication ,, ,,, ,tt't 
Application Re<1t'rirernerlts' F.t a special perrrrit aplrricati.^, the sit<: prlantr: used .ts strp;tlernented by the followinF, prorrj:ions

1) lf the property of the proposed project rs to tre reaser,, rr:gar c.rr.;r,,1 [rr.rwt,r,, athe use(s)of tire lancl ror tlrc'<Jrrati'rr of ure prrjr.,cr, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,],::,::,::]: :l: :.')''l:" 
p'rrrir:s' s,r:r:irvirr5,1

lle subrnitteci. rt' ttrt'l(loll)[1 r'.tl,t'tttt'ttls artrl ,tlrr:t ilgr(,orr](.r)ls, slrall

iffi[ffi:n::,.,il]l]:,;:Jl:J:;e Sorar Lnergv Svstern signed bv a r,rorr:,ss <,n.rr rngineer or

-3) Ttre equipmc'nt specifir:ation stteets shall be rJocurnented arrrj sutrrrrrttr'.<J t,r a, photov,rtarc pa,ers,significant componenls' rnounting systerrrrs, a^<J inverters that are t, i;e installeci.
4) Property operation and Mainte'ance Plan. such pran sharl rJescribe continuing photovortaicmaintenance and property upkeep, .such as mowing and trimming.
5) Prior to isstlance of a pernrit, ther owner or.perator of the facirity or structure sha, post a
perfornlance bond or t>ther suttable gtlarantee in a face arnourt of ,.t ress th.lrr .15070 

0r,tlre estinratedcost to ensure removal of the facility or structure i, accordance with the cJecom'rissioning plandescribed below' The forrn of the gllarantee must be reviewed and approved Lry the attorney to theTown' and the guarantee tntlst remaitr in effect untir the systern is removed. prior to removal of a sorar
,T, i;'J,"'uction 

facililv or slrtrr;ture, a dem.rition pr-.rnrrt r,,,.;.;;;,,;;#1T", 
br,,obtaine<j fronr

;::;il::ru;i,::l]il,:::T,:lX:j"',". rernovai or Large Scare so,ar Energy systerns, a

rnacre a condition of the iss rance ",. ,o".ii,l.ll;:HT:::ilir:JLlil.JJJ::ilHl*il,l::
rllr'rst spe('ify thaI aftcr thc l-arge-5cale sorar rn"rg, srrr;; .";,',,,, lo,ger bt] ir:;t:rr, rr sIrali be removedby the applicant or a,y sr.tbseclut:nt owner.]-he plan -shall demo,strate how the rernovar of ail



Section 7. Abandonmcnt and L)ccornrrrissioning

liolar ['rlrlrgy Iiystcrns at. r:.rtsirlt.'rr-'r-{ al,r.rrr.rr-rlrccr aft,:,r- r7 rrirrrrlr,, wrrrrrrrrr r:lt.r rrir ,rran<J frtUst tlr: r.r.<tv.tJ ff Otff llr. r)r..rtrr.r,, -,. , .,,, 
!,,1..., | / ,t,ttt lr,, wlllrrrrrl r:lt.r I.rir.,rl r.rrr,r11y 1,,(.,(,,.tlt(I,

extensionsr,",..,r,.:J,,,f.;il;:i]."1';jJ, 
;rrrrl rlrc prr,,pr:rry rrru:,r lrr,l)rolx.rty rt,:,rorr:rt Aplrlic.rri<,rr:, r.r

date of the notice. 
--'- "v rIrL \-('u('- I'rll()rc{rrrl.rlt of lr<;cr 'rtttl rrr.ty Ir. l,r ,r Pari'<r <tr r)gri;rys rr.rrr r.rr.

Section g. Enforcement

Any vi.lation of tlris Sol;rr Frrergy l:rw sh.li l>c subj.<.t t, t.rvil ;rrrri <:rrr,rrr.rl ,.'allir:s.
Section 9. Severability

The invalidity or unertforceability of any secti.n, subsectior, paral;raJrlr, s.r)terce, clausc, tr>rovrsio, ,rphrase of the aforementioneci secl'ions as rJeclart:d by the varirl lrdgr,r-.rrt .f any c.urt .t c.rnpr:tr,rntjurisdiction to be t:rl<;orrstittrtiortitl sh;tll ,ot af ft:<:r th* valiriiry,r .rr[<;rt.t:.rtririty of ary.tlrer s.t:ticlrr,sutlse:r-tion' paragraph' sentt-'n<;e, r;la'se, provisiorr.r phras., whir:[r slr.rll rerrain in frll ft-rr<.e an<l e,ff,e< r



LOCAL LAW #3 of 2016
A MORATORIUM ON CT'RTAIN SOI,AR ENERGY USES

Town of Newark Valley, County of Tioga, State of New york

A local law to enact a moratorium on certain solar energy uses.

Section l: purpose and Intent
The purpose of this Local Law is to nrotect the publio health, safety and welfare of theresidents of the Town of Newark vaitey and to *uintuii the status quo as to certain solarenergy uses, as the present local law regulations in the Town do not adequately address thistype of use' The moratorium will stop tlh. p.o..rring of applications for, and the issuance ofany permits, certificates of occupancy andiite plan ievclopment upprorA, for certain land
uses relating to solar energy, including but not iirnited to solar farms. The moratoriurn is for aperiod of one (l) year, allowing the lown Board to analyzeand determine potential
appropriate revisions and amendments to the Town of Newark Valley Local Land IJse Lawsconcerning this issue.

Section 2: Legislative Findings
The Town of Newark Valley Town Board does hereby find that without a temporary halt on
the processing, perrnitting, and site plan development approvals for certain solar land uses
there is the potential that such uses could be located in unsuitable areas within the '['own
und/or on particular lots without adequate dimensional regulations in place. The potential for
the unsuitable location of, ancl lack oiproper dimensional regulations for, such uses would
have,raterially acrverse and irreversible impacts on the Town.

The'Iown Board also finds that it is in need of time to perfonn the necessary analysis of the
potential types of solar energy facilities that could be located in the Town. By maintaining the
status quo regarding such uses the Town Board can provide for the planned orderly grow[
and development ofthe Town.

Section 3: Authority
This moratorium is enacted by the'l'own Board pursuant to its authority to adopt local laws
under the New York State Constitution, the New York State Town Law, and the Municipal
Home Rule Law.

Section 4: Moratorium Imposed; Applicability
For a period of time of one (l) year following the effective date of the acloption of this Local
Law no application may be processed, and n,r permits, certificates of occupancy, site plan
development approvals, denials, detern:inati,rri. o. interpretations may be issued or gianted for
any land uses relating to solar energy, inclucling but notlimited to solar farms.

The term "land uses relating to solar energy" shall be broadly construed to include any facility

R:U(Jlv{\CasesWcwarkValley\Locallzw\Solar-moratorium"_Ver I LocalLaw20 rc'$aZZn



designed to generate electric power to be marketed, solcl or used for other than the power
demands of the improvements on the property on which such fa<lility is located, Not includecl
within the scope of this moratorium are solar energy facilities designe<I to generate clectric
power solely for the use of the improvements lclcated on the same property,

The term "solar farm" shall mean "a collection of solar panels covering one-quarter (l/4)
acres or more of land that are designed to capture sunlight and transform it into electricity.
This definition inoludes freestanding and ground pole-mounted photovoltaic and parabolic
solar installations. This definition does not include photovoltaic panels that are moturted on or
affixed to residential dwellings for their use, or municipal buildings, or existing panels
mounted on commercial or industrial buildings.

'l'his Local Law shall be binding on the'l'own Board, Code Enforcement Officer, all Town
offrcials and employees, and any applicant or real property owner in the Town desiring to
apply for or receive a permit, certificate of occupancy or sitc plan development approval in the
Town of Newark Valley.

During the period of the moratorium, the Town Board shall endeavor to oomplete all
reasonable and necessary review, study, analysis, and, if warranted, revisions to the Town of
Newark Valley Code. During the period of the moratorium, no applications will be accepted,
nor permits, certificates of occupancy or site plan development approvals issued, which would
authorize site plan development within the 'fown for land uses relating to solar energy as
described above.

Soction 5: Term
This moratorirun shall be in effect for a period of one (l) year from its effective date.

Section 6: Effect on Other Laws
To the extent that any law, ordinance, rule or regulation, or parts thereof, are in conflict with
the provisions of this Local Law, including all pr<lvisions of Article 16 of the New York State
Town Law concerning special use permits, site plan, building permit and certificate of
occupancy procedure and requirements, this Local Law shall control and supersede such law,
ordinance, rule or regulation.

Section 7: Waiver
Owing to the limited scope and duration of this moratorium, there is no provision being made
in this Local Law for any waivers to its applicability. However, the Town Board may, but is
not obligated to, promulgate regulations by a Resolution of the Board authorizing a hardship
waiver process to this moratorium.

Section 8 : Severability
If any clause, ssntence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this [,ocal Law or the application
thereof to any person, firm or corporation, shall be determined to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such detemination shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder

R:UUtvflCases\NewarkValley\IocalLau,\Solar-moratorium...ver I ,.LocalLow20t a.r,t,a:f f l



thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the olause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
or part of this Local 

]-aw or in its application to the persori, individuai, nrt or corporation or
circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such determination was rendered.

Section 9: Effective Date
This local law shall take effect immecliately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

Date: 41,()ild

R:\ICIM\CasesWewarkValley\L.ocall-aw\Solar-morarorium Verl Locall-aw20 td.t$alanl


